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Prescription medications can often be quite expensive. Buying generic drugs is one easy way that consumers can stretch their 
precious healthcare dollars. Generic drugs, which are equivalent in terms of therapeutic effect to the brand name drug, are 
typically less expensive due to the increased competition between generic manufacturers (there are usually several different 
manufacturers for each generic drug vs. one drug maker for each brand). Even when a particular brand drug has no generic, 
there may be another drug in the same or very similar class that has a generic available. Therefore, it is a good idea when 
talking with your doctor to ask not only if there is a generic version of a specific drug available, but also to ask if there is a 
generic available to treat a particular condition.  

Out of pocket costs should not be a side effect of appropriate drug therapy. Sometimes very small changes can make a big 
difference in the affordability of prescription medications – these changes can include using a generic whenever one is 
available, requesting an alternative drug (from the same or similar class) when one is available, or moving your prescription to 
a lower-cost pharmacy. 

Below are some examples of commonly utilized medications for which there are readily available lower cost alternatives: 

Original Alternative 
Drug Name Approximately $ Drug Name Approximately $ 

Nexium or Dexilant  $200 - $300 Omeprazole or pantoprazole $10 - $15 

Crestor $180  Atorvastatin or simvastatin $10 - $16 

Nasonext $150 Generic Flonase or Nasacort AQ $15-$20 

Celebrex $180 Naproxen or Meloxicam $10 

Lyrica $250 Gabapentin $15 

Nuvigil $525 Generic Provigil (modafinil) $275 

Be sure to check your carrier website or GBS Rx (http://www.gbsbenefits.com/RxComparisonTool.html) for alternative 
product or pharmacy pricing to make sure you are getting the best value possible for your money. 
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